11213:3601ND FR Bert; 


'Preaclyd'in Spaniſh, 
| By Dr. Joſe de Barwia & Zembrane, Canon 


der of Scripture in Gran 


. 


LONDON, 
Printed for Mathey car Wee: NEST 


Note, that the Quotations of Scrip- 
tare are taken out of the Vulgar Edmon. 


Ci ) * F1 
P X 


"Y | WIT PF "VIS. 7 Py $a ac... it. Ar cor. tows. i. 
FA hs. 
—m——_ in. ” TY I —n—_ p " CY. OC I ” 


A | Diſcourl «of th the Exce ft the Soul, 
and the Care every Pegg onges 1 to 
have = DIET 55 "8 


4A. a Kaas Ad ISGECEEAE. Lament ALLCOLGATEZ FOTOS TLRIALITIT EA THF IENST) 


rpm 


Ecclefiaſticus, cap. 10. ver. 31. 


| Fi, in manſuetudine ferv# Aninvii tuntn, '& ag ik 
Boworem feenndunt oth Jrricoe. 


Sor, in mildueſy keep thy Soul, end give hive Jenn 
{1 according 10 bis defert uy 


Ti is no-fitall Miſery and Cotifiſiots, OY eek 
Penton wo Sn tot tir flvei” "y 
ee Ment ertiphoy' m fndicg 60 
Courſe of | the ml it diſcovering the Nature of 
Planes,” the Temper of lwiatiane nd he 
ties of alt order Hin Crenturess wid this WOT th 
Jeaſt 6266 of underfisnding the Soul, whicte gives: tens 
Life, At, what Induſtry (' co complete the rfrdengh ny ro. Fn 
1 makirlg Attatornies, it the 
took iro its moſt ſubrle and re —— 
ehinginitundiſcern'd; white there's2 off ne Dil 
un enquiring after the Souls Perfetionss but f6 | 
fat a negle&t of this kind, wat Men ſevtts to live, wi 
they had nothing tore ears Body 5 firice £6 this aloxe 
axe directed at} cheiy Ervd , their Labour, anda? 
Srudiev. This was the Caſe of thi rich" Maw in' the Gofe iis ra. 
pel, who ſpeaking to his _—_ ſaid, Requzeſce, — 
p 


A Diſcourſe of the Excellency of the Soul. 
bibe, © epulare, Take thy eaſe, eat, drink and be merry, thox 
 haſbs-ao9ds-lat many Sy -Was-ſo 
great,-as"St;-Daf-rakesnorice; thar tie hyed Wholly un- 
mindful of the Excellency of his Soul, and was ſo alto- 
gether. delivered: up'to- the*Appetites of his-Fleſh, that 
thoſe;groſs Proviſions,-which he had hoarded up for his 
Body, che-deſign'd*Rontd ſerve for his Soul: too.” Tan 


Baſ.in Cat. D. 744Þrovidus es erga bona Anime, ut eſcas:corporeasr Anime 


tribuas. And, what is the greateſt Miſery, this blind In- 
conſiderateneſs, we find -every- where,even-amongft Chri- 
ſtians, who, tho' they have received from the liberal hand 
of their Maker; a Soul {9 perfett; yet they apply them- 
ſelves not-at all. to.underſtand, this. Honous, but;are'can- 
tent to live like Beaſtsz .which..was'lamented-long ago 
by the Royal Prophet; "Homo cum in honore effet, now 
intellexit ;- comparatus eſt. jutnentis' m{ppentibus &- -ſimilis 
faFus eft illis. And what other__Realon, \that'men thus. 
baſely degenerate, and-become like Brutes 3 but only be- 
cauſe they-negle& ther knowledge of; their Souls? Of this 
we-are, anform'd from the; Words of, Chriſt, ,threatning - 
the Soul, which';is, the; Spouſe., She enquird-of- him in 
the Canticles, ' Where-was: the, place,of his Repoſe?. bs 
cubes,it weridie ?, And! be xeturn;d ber this Anſwer::.$5 
ignoras. te; O: pulcherrima inter \Muliexes, egredere, & at; 
poſt veſtigia gregum. If thou know)ſt not thy ſelf, thoy fairs 
eft among Women,chatis (as Origen. has it) if thou know'ſt 
not, O Soul; thy own great. Beauty, thy-own Excellen- 
cy above; all corporeal. Beings,:;it thou: knowelt not, that 
1-made'thee for the-enjoymentiof my-ſelf:; Egredeve &5+ 
abi, Ga forth and. fellow after the. Steps of the Flocks; Go 
forth and live like the Beaſts, for thou deſerveſt no bet-' 
ter Company, if thou haſt--no eſteem for-thy own Per- 
fion. Nif.cogneveris te ipſam, que ſis, jubeo te exire, &- 
712, ultimſr, eregum-veſtigiis. collocari..O - formidable: Sen- 


tence] . . : 
EE Give-: 


A Diſconrſe of the Excellency of the Soul. 3. 
Give Ear,. O Chriſtian: If thou know'ſt not thy ſelf, , 
the holy Ghoſt. ſays to. thee; Egredere, Go out of my 
Houſe, . that is, be gone from my, Prote&ion and Govern- 
ment,. for they, are no part of my care who underſtand 
not themſelves, Egredere, depart from my Fold 3 for he 
cannot be in my Flock, who is ignorant of himſelf. Egre- 
dere,be gone from my Friendſhip ; for 1 have no Pleaſure 
11 any, but ſuch.as know what they are, and what they. 
pollels.. : Egredere, be gone. even from thy ſelf too.z for 
| thou canſt-have no comfort in- thy own Being, if thou 
| know'ſt, not.what thou art : Egredere, Go forth. But this 


1s not all, whither muſt a Soul go, that is a Stranger to | 
it ſelf 2; 4bz poſt veſtigia gregum, Go. follow after the-Steps 5 fr. 35-in 
| of the Flocks, Go behind the Beaſts, lince like them thou 

| liveſt without Knowledge. And here, 'tis the remark- of 
f 


St. Bernard, , 'tis, not faid,; Go: forth, keep Company. 
with the Beaſts... but: follow after, go. behind: them 5 
which is. yet to be. more miſerable than they : for theſe, 
« with this Life end all their: Miſeries: But. that Soul,which 
has livd ira ſtupid ignorance. of the Greatneſs and Ex- 
cellency. of its own Being,; with Death is to expe: yer 
greater Miſeries, in Puniſhment of its Negle&t. Abi poſe 
weſtigia gregum.. So many Eyils, and yet mare, -attend this 
one;z. whence. we-may. ſee how. much it ought to be.the 
concern of every one ta know themſelves. - 
Upon this Conſideration it. was,that St. Holtuſtin cryd- 


out 5 What Profits it a. Man to know, the whole World, if 
he know. not. bimfelfs . And 5 Atar.Plocs, addrefling” 


himſelf to Man, . he fays3. What 15 it you admire, in, be- 
holding the Grandeur and Beauty. of the Sun and Stars, | 

and the vaſt abyſle of the Ocean? What is it you admire? 
Animi tui abyſſum intra. Call but your, Lhoughts-1n upon _4,,. 1, ,, a: 
your ſelf,, and ponder. the Greatneſs -and Excellency of 7. © 
thy. Soul ;, and; thou wilt be ſoon convinc'd,-. that none . 
of theſe things.are worth thy -Admiration. - The-like Ad- 

| * vice 
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Brr. 1, 2.4. Vice gave Se. Bernard to his Eugerias: A te tne Confide- 


Conſid. 


Exeb.c. 
£d.Vulg. 


Cant. I, 


Orrg. h3; 3 in 
Cant. 


ratio incohet, Let thy Confideration begin firſt with thy JA 
Behold and underftand what thou art 5 without this, a 
other Knowledge is but vain: Ne fraſtra extendaris ad 
alia, te negleFo. And for this reaſon, rhe four living Crea- 
tures, which #2ckzel faw, (the Symbol of = Men, ac- 
cording to St. Gregory) bemg moved by the force of the 
Spirit, Wert every one before his Face ; Coram Facie ſal 
arbulabat : that is, they were preſent to themſelves. It 
being proper to thoſe who deſign towards Heaven, to 
make the Knowledge of themſelves a great part of their 
Concern: and this not only as to the Mifery of the Body, 
but alfo'as ts the Excellency of the Soulz accordmyg to 
the Advice of St. Francis Sales. 

And tow, ſince 'tis my whole Deſign m theſe Sermons, 
to excite afl Faithful Chriſtians, to forfake the ways of 
Sin, and to ſpend their whole Endeavours m the gautitig 
eternal Life z ll lay before you to day, the great Beatit 


- and Perfetion of your Soul; that oy a w— th 


thoroughly, ye may underſtand how bate and unworthy 
a thing it is, to blemiſh and defile it wich Sin 5 and how 
much reaſon yon have to coticerve m_lE ouphts of it, 
proportion'd to its Exceflency. This Merhod T borrow 
from the Camictes ; where the Holy Ohoſt ſpeaking to 
his Beloved, the Soul, im the begitming ſays thus to her 5 
Erce tu pulcra es, amira mea, erce tn pulcra ex. Bebold thou 
art fair, #y Love, md then repeats it again, Behold thou 
art fair. And Origen gives the Reaſon, Becauſe the firft 
thing he recommends to her is, to naderffand her ſelf; 
that ſo being ſenfible of her own PerfeQion, ſhe nay en- 
tertain ſuch nobte Thoughrs of her felf, as never to yield 
atid ſibmit to Sin: Primo fermone inviteoit Sponſws Spun- 
Jane, yt apnoſceret ſeipſam.” Come therefore,” Chriſtians, 
raife your Thoughts, for a while, above all vain'and ter- 
rene Objegs, \that ſo your Minds may be wholly raken 

| up 
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up in the Contemplation of that Greatneſs, which you 
poſſeſs withm ye. And I hope that this Confideretion 
will be a means, that ye conceive a horror againſt all Sin, 
and deteſt it; eſpecially if the Holy Ghoſt alliſts me with 
his divine Grace, and enables me to do this as I ought. 


Fils, in Manſartudine ferva animane mam, & da ills ho- 
rorem fecuniinnm meritun ſunn. 


: 0 
Sov, ir: Mildneſs keep thy Soul, and give him Honour ac- 
rording to bis Defert. Eee bt. v.30. 


Before T propoſe to you the great worth of the Soul, what the 
A Era Hey nk 
ask one Queſtion: Chriſtians, db you know that you 
have rational Souts? 'Tis true, the external Shape and 
[ Figure you bear, fpeak you to be Men; yet this falls 
} fhort -of conchiding you to-be ſo. There were great 
« . Numbers in the Begmning of the World, which carried 
this Argument in their Face, and yet amongſt thoſe vaſt 
Multitudes there was only oze, whom the Holy Gholt 
files Mer: ; to wit, Ezos, whoſe whole Employ was iu 
the Service of God. Eros, ſays Euſebius Czfarienfis, Z. 5. Prep. Ex. 
-.| * verw hon interpretatur :- ueminem enim putant eſſe verume © 3: 
homrinems, preter eur, qui vernne Deun agnoſcit &* pie co- 
7it, 'Thris it is alone, which makes a Man worthy of that 
Newe. Wherefore, ſays St. Chryſdftor; ſpeaking to'Sin- 
| mers, if with theſe exteroal Lineaments of Mer, I {ee the 
Adtons and Criftoms of Beafts, how can I reckon you 
the Namber of Men? Zu ratione in bominu H. 23.in Gen. 
ve poſſurr meaetrums collocare £ Tell me therefore, Sinner, ; 
beſt thos the Soxl of a min? Butl fear, thou haſt not 
yet confiderd, whether thou haſt a Soul or no: 'us 
the ' of too many Sinners, and that which a 
Holy: Perfor: fadly. deplor'd : World # not be go Manſe 1. Ce 1. 
$105 


A Diſcourſe of the Excellency of the Sopl. 
Ignorance for one, being asked, Who he, was, not' to-know 
Brmſelf nor underſtand who was his. Father. or Mother, or 
what Country he was born ine? If this then would be. ſtrange 
Brutiſhneſs, incomparably greater is that which is found in 
us, when we endeavour not to know what we are, but fix our 
Thoughts upon theſe Bodies, and know not that we have 
Souls, but only in groſs, in as twuch as we bave heard. it, 
and becauſe Faith tells us ſo 5 but what Good this Soul com- 
priſes, who lives within it, or its great Value, we fy 
con(ider 5 and ſo take but little Care to preſerve its . Beauty, 
being wholly intent in poliſhing the Roughneſs of this Caſe, 
and looking after the Walls of this Caſtle, which are theſe 
Bodies.. -Thus this devout Lady lamented the miſerable 
Negled& of Men in not endeavouring to underſtand the 
Excellency of their Souls. 

But let this NegleQ, Chriſtians, at length have.an end: 
You have all Souls; and ſuch as have any doubt in this 
Point, St. ChryſoiFomr invites, to the Sight .of a Corps: 
Behold, ſays he, how foul it 1s, how loathſome and full 
of Horror, and without Motion 3 and this, becauſe 'tis 
left by that Soul, which gave it Life. Let any.one moye 
his Hand, 1s it not the Soul that gives:the motion? You 
have a vegetative Life, as 1n Trees; you have a ſenſitive, 
as in Amimals; and whence this, but from the Soul ? 
But more than this, you ſee that you remember things 
that are paſt, you underſtand things, and frame Diſcour- 
ſes upon them, you make Inferences, deducing. one. thing 
from another. You have a Propenſion to Good, an 
Averſion to Evil; why all this 1s "Ak the Soul. In fine, 
the Soul is a rational, intellectual, and ſpiritual Subſtance, 
created by God of nothing. 'Tis a Spirit, like to the 
Angels, . immortal and eternal; it had-a Beginning, but 
{hall never have an end: 'tis whole in the whole Body, 
and whole in every part. And what 15 moſt. admirable, 
*tis ſo capacious, that it can be ſatisfied and filld by none 

| but 


A Diſconrſe of the Excellency of the Soul. 
but God that made it. 'Tis dignified moreover with a free 
Will, by which it has the Liberty of embracing either 
Vice.or Vertue, and ſo becomes worthy of Puniſhment 
ora Reward; which was the thing intimated by God to 


Cain: Nonne ſi bene egeris, recipies? Si antem male, ſta- g,, ws 


tim in foribus peccatum tuum aderit, This is, Chriſtian, 
that Queen which reſides in that mean Palace of thy Bo- 
dy: 'tis a Pearl enclos'd in that rough Shell; *tis the 
Lady and Miſtreſs of that Houſe 3 'tis the Epitome of all 
created PerfeQions. O bleſſed for ever be the Goodneſs 
of our Creator, for the Excellency .of this Work. But 
ſtay here a little, Chriſtians, and ponder ſeriouſly, what 
it is that God has put into your own hands: 7: »ran 
conſilii tui , vis, the choice of Good or Ezil, of Vertue 
or Vice, and that to work out your Salyation, or Con- 
demnation, is left in ſome manner to the Determination 
of your own Free Will. See this a little. 

In the Creation of the World, the Works of God had 
no ſooner receiv'd their Being from his omnipotent 
Hand, bur they alſo receiv-d their Approbation of being 
. good. He made the Light, and God ſaw the Light, that it 
was good. Vidit Deus lucem, quod eſſet bona. The ſame 
3s repeated five times, at the Birth of other Creatures ; 
But when Mar comes to be made, we don't read that 
God ſhould ſay, that he was good. And what can be the 
Reaſon of this? Is Man leſs deſerving than the other 
Works of the Creation? Shall they be welcomd into the 
World with a Bleſſzrg, and is there none for Mar, who 
contains the PerfeQions of them all? Are the Beaſts, the 
Birds, the Fiſhes, more priviledgd than Mar, who is 
their Lord and Sovereign? No, ſays St. Ambroſe, they 
are not. And the reaſon why they, at their coming in- 
to the World, meet with an Approbation of being good, 
and not war, is, Becauſe at their firſt ſtep into a Being, 
they axe perfeQ, and compleat _ their Subſtance, with- 
| Our 
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A Diſconrfe of the Excellency of the Soal. 
out any dependance of any free Operation or Choice, of 

which they are incapable. But Mar, though he comes + 
like them; thns compleat into the World, yet he cannot be 

ſaid to be perfeF;-becauſe his Perfeftion and laſt Ac- 
comphſhment has a dance on his own free Wl. 
For, if he will, by- the Grace of God, he may be good; - 
and if he will, through his own Mzſice, he may become 
evil, So that though at the firſt Inſtant of his Creation, 
he was equally the Work of God with other Creatures, 
yet having-not exercis'd his Liberty inthe choice-of Good, 
his Approbarion i ſuſpended, till it appears to which 
fide he apply himſelf, making choice either of Good or 


Amb. de Inft, Evil. Ideo homo non ante laudatur, ſays St. Ambroſe, quia © 


Virg. C 2+ 


Pier, þ. 42. 


L. 20.de Univ, this Rea 


C I 2> 


non in forenf# pelle, ſed in interiore homine ante probandas; 


fie predicandns eft, But let me clear this Point a littlefar- 


ther: 
Amoneſt the ancient | Romans, 'twas a Cuſtom, when : 
they ſent forth'Souldiers to the War, to deliver to every 
one a white Bnckler ; that hence they might underſtand, - 
that if at their Return they expedted Rewards of the Se- 
nate, they ſhould ſo behave themſelves in the War, that 
with the deſcription oftheir own Gefts and Atchievements, - 
they-might filup the White of their Shields. And for 
fon, fays Rabbanmns, they were calld in Latine; 

Serta 3 Scutum itum, qnaf, Scnlptuns; quod in ipfo, An- 
tiqui ſua faF 2 Jo The Roman Souldier therefore, 
muſt take care how he behaves himſelf in the War, be- 
ing to expet no greater Hononr at his Return, than he 
gams by his own Proweſs and Valour; he carries forth 
with him: a white Shield, to be blazon'd with his own 
Actions. See now Chriſtians, the Soul of Man is call'd 
by the Philoſopher, a ſ200th and plain: Table, which has 
nothing painted or decipher'd on' it. When God puts 
it into this World, he ſends it to the War.” Mz/itia eff vi- 
ta hominis ſaper terram, The Life of Man upon Earth is & 


Ar - 


A Diſcourſe of the Excellency of the Soul. 
Warfare : it carries with it a Free Wil, which 1s, as it 
were, a white Buck{er; that fo, by a true Chriſtian Va- 
lour, having won many ViQories over Vice and the De- 
vil, they may be all engraven and diſplayed-on it; thus 
to gain Honour and Perfe&ion, and at the hour of Death 
to receive the Commendation of him, who at its Creati- 
on ſent it forth to Battel. 

Look back now, Faithful, and ſee how long 'tis (ince 
-you came into this World ; for fo long 'tis fince you en- 
'ter'd the Campagne with your white Shields, What is 
-it that you have engraven.on them? How have you em- 

ploy'd your free Wil? Have you wade War againlt Vice, 
or Vertue? Have you follow'd the Colours of Satan, or 
-the Standard of JeſusChriſt? In what Condition are your 
Souls? Are they defild with the Abominations of Sin? 
-O baſe and unworthy Choice! How can you ever exped& 
'the Welcome and Approbation of your Maker? Tis a 


thing St. Azguſtzz could never ceaſe to admire, That Man ge. r2. & 
ſhould deſire every thing that is for his ſervice, to be 77: Pom 


-goodd about him, except his Soul. You delire, ſays the 
Saint, that the Fields ſhould be good, in which you ſow; 
that the Timber ſhould be good, which you purchaſes that 
the Houſe ſhould be good, in which you live; that the 
Horſe ſhould be good, which you .buyz and that the 
Cloaths ſhould be good which you wear z ſolam Animans 
vis habere mala; Only your Soul, you don't care how 
711 it is. Quid te offendiſti? complains the ſame holy Fa- 
ther, 2uid de te, tu ipfe meruiſti? What Injury has thy 
Soul done thee? What-is the Reaſon, thou haſt deſerved 
ſo ill of thy ſelf? That being induſtrious ta provideeve- 
ry thing that's good, thou haſt Patience to ſee only one 
thing 11] about thee, and that's thy Soul:? Prepone witam 
tuam calige tud. 

But tbat thou may'ſt ſee, that thy Soul deſerves not 
this Negle& from thy Hands, rs Ghoſt ſays to you 
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The Excellen- 
cy of the Soul 
compar'd to 
the Body. 
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A Diſcourſe of the Excellency of the Soul. 
today, Da illi honorem ſecundum meritum ſunums Give it 
Honour according to its defert, And this it is that I in- 
tend. you ſbould conſider now, in what Eſteem you 
ought to have your Soul 3 how much it deſerves, being 
compar'd to the Body; how much-it deſerves, for being 
the Image of God: what Reſpe& 1s due to it, for being. 
redeem'd by the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt; and finally, what 
Care you ought to have of it, for that it is created for 
the Fruition of eternal Glory. Da illi honorem ſecundum 
meritum ſunm: Give it Honour according td its Deſert. 
Fbegin now. 

One of the principal Duties of a Chriſtian, is, to eſteem 
all things according'to their Worth and Dignity, giving 
to them the Place that is due'to them, either as to Love, 
or Hatred. And this the Holy Spouſe, in the Carticles, 
reckons for one of the chief Preſents ſhe had receiv'd from 
the Divine Spiritz to wit, That he had placd in order 
her Love and Aﬀe@ions; Ordinavit in me Charitatem. $0 
that whoſoever'bears a Love to that which he ought to 
hate, or gives the firſ# Place in his Afﬀections to what 
ſhould only have the /aft, does not only not” do like a 
Chriſtian, but even not like a rational Creature. When 
FEneas fled from his Country, now going into Aſhes, his 
Enemies gave him leave to take with him out of that 


common Ruine, the thing which was moſt dear unto himy-. 


and he iminediately made choice: of his Gods. And this 
his Zeal was ſo well liked by the Grecians, that upon this; 
'twas permitted him to ſave ſomething elſe: then he took 
tis Father. A- third time Liberty was grven him, and 
he nam'd his Relations and Friends 3 preferring theſe be- 
fore his Goods and Riches. At which Order in his Af- 
feftions,they were fo well fatisfied, that he had forthwith 
leave to redeem every thing that belong'd to him, from 
thoſe Flames. Now ſee Chriſtian, God created the Sol, 
he form'd the Body, and gave a Being to all other _ 


OP: 
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for the Service of Mar; but fo, that all was to be ſubor- 
dinate to the Sou]. Now the bufinefs of a Chriſtian is, 
to ſee that the Sol has the Precedency in all Occaſions, 
and that he has always a'.greater Eſteem for it, than for 
the Body, or any other tranſient and ſublunary thing : fo 
that whenſoever any danger threatens, his firſt care ought 
to be, to ſecure his Sol, altho' all the reſt periſh. Let 
Life, let Honour, let Poſlefſions, let Friends and all go, 
rather than for the ſaving of theſe, to hazard the loſs of 
his Soul. For, What can zt profit a man, according to our 


II 


B. Redeemer's Words, to g4ir the whole World, if he loſe Mat. 26. 


his Soul ? uid prodeft homini? Sappoſing therefore this 
Order according to the Worth of things, let us'proceed, 
and ſee what Compariſon there can be betwixt the Sow! 
and Body, as to the Eſteem, that is due to them. And 
for the ſetting forth of this, Il ask this one Queſtion: 
Seeing that the Sonl of Man, according'to the P/almiſt, 
is a 9pzrit hike to the Angels, what can be the Reaſon, 


that God ſhould confine and ſhut up this ſo noble a 


Creature, within the Limits of a Body, ſo infirm, and 
fubje&t to ſo'matiy Miſeries? If ſhe had been exempt frorm 
this clog of Earth, and liv'd atone, as the Angels do, ſhe 
had been freed from the Treachery of her Companion, 


the Fleſh. But no, ſays the great Nazianzer, this was not Ora. 2. foi?” 


agreeable to the Divine Providence; Ne ficut Angelus, 
homo ſuperbiret, &» periret, God made choice, ſays he, 


of this means, ſo to ſecure her againſt'the Temptation of 


her own Excellcncy. He created the Angels noble and 
glorious Spirits; but Lzcifer, with the third part of that 
celeſtial Hoſt, viewing their own Excellency and Beay- 
ty, ſoon- fell into Pride, and ſo from Heaven. God 
therefore, to'prevent the loſs'of the Sozxl, eritlosd it 


within a Caſe. of Earth, thus to remove all Occaſions; - 


and that Pride, as in the Angels, might not be her Ru- 
ine. Ne- ficut Angelus, homo ſuperbiret &- periret.' "Such 


there-" 
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A Diſcourſe of the Excellency of the Soul. 
therefore, O Chriſtian, is the Greatneſs of thy Soul, that 
_ Gad thought, fit ta caſt over it, a groſs and heavy Body, 
that ſo it might be out of danger of loſing it (elf, in the 
Contemplatian of its awn Beauty and PerfeFzion. This 
is the Poiſe which, Job ſays, God made to the Winds, 


L.19.m7.c.4. tO wit, the Souls of Men. as St. Gregory expounds it; 


Gen. r. 
Gen. 4- 


.10 Ecch, 


Prov. 30. 


Oni feoit ventis pondus. That as the little Bee, graſping a 
Peeble, ſecures it (elf from the Violence of a ſtormy Air.; 


ſo the-Sexl, being check'd and kept down by a weight of 


Clsy, may remain (teddy and fix'd, and fruſtrate all the 
Attempts of Pride, endeavauring to raiſe her above. her 
ſelf; ſo much care has the Seu! coſt her Creator, in pro- 
.viding means for her ſecurity. And according to this 
Do&rme now, What 7s the Body? But only the Caſe of 
this Jewel, the Slave of this Empreſs, the Ballaſt of this 
Ship. This is the Order they hold from the Appointment 


of God. But how are they rank'd by the.Inordinacy of 


thy Malice? The Soul is the Lady and Empreſs ; Dom;- 
namini, ſaid God to Adam. Subter te erit Appetitus tus, 
he ſaid to Cqzr. Conſequently ſbe ought to be honour'd 
and ſerv'd by the Body: Da zU; honorem cui honor com- 
petit 5 Give that Deference to the Soul which is due to 
it, as being the Chiefs Honor anime debitus eft, (writes 
C. A. lapide) ut ;lla quaſi Regina imperct Corpori, & ſenſe- 
bus, quaf; ſubditis & ancillis. The Body, with all its Sen- 


ſes ought to attend on, and ſerve the Soul, far the ob- - 


taining Life everlaſting. How unceaſonable therefore is 
it, that the Fleſb, defign'd for nothing, but to be a Ser- 
want and Slave, (hould be careſsd and waited on; and 
the Seul, a Queen and Monarch, ſhould be made to 
drudge? What a monſtrous kind of Dzſerder is this, y 


Z. Med. c. 3- $t. Bernard £ Could any Chriſtian, with Patience, 


this .1n his Houſe > Why then does he ſuffer and allow 
of that within himſelf, which in bis Family, tis not poſſi- 
ble he ſhould endure ? There are three tbings, lays Soloman, 
| which 


_ . ee ons, 
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A Diſconrſe of the Excellency of the Soul. 


which diſturb the Earth, and the fourth it cannot ſuſtain. 


Per tria movetur terra, © quartum non poteſt ſuſtinere. 
The firſt is, when a Servant reigns ; the ſecond, a Fool 
that is fill'd with Meat 3 -the third, an odious Woman, 
that is taken in Marriage: theſe-are the three things by 
which the Earth is mov'd. But what is that which 1s in- 
ſafferable, and cannot be ſuſtain'd 2 Per ancillane, cum 


 fnerit heres Domine ſue, which the Septuagint read 


thus ; Serva, cum Dominam ſuan ejecerit. 'Tis a Servant 


that commands and domineers over her Lady, and turns 
her out of doors. And hear now St. Antony :of Padua 
expounding what this'is 3 *Tis the Fleſh, ſays he, when 
tis rais'd up, and takes the Command in hand, is in all - 


things obſerv'd, obey'd, and waited on; while the Sox, 


being 'dethron'd, is neglefted, ſcorrmd, deſpisd, and 

made a Servart to her Slave: this it 13 that 1s intolerable. - 

Donna eſt Ratio, ancilla eft ſenſualitas, quam etiam terrs $, nw. g. 

—_ 2011 poteft, can fibi -iþfi' dominationem uſurpaverit Pen. 
ations. 


Bar Fl come now to Particulars. 
Come hither therefore, firſt, you Covetows Men; you, 


who, according to the Charafter of Se. Ambroſe, water $011 a Slave: 


your Fields with the Tears of the Poorz you, who con- 


chiding your ſelves Lords and Sovereigns of alt that God 4. Ser. 59. - 
has lent you for your «ſe, ſhut your Ears to' the Cries of 44 


the Needy, and ſpend nothing but on. V:ce, or your 


ſ}ves; you, who confume your whole Care in encreafing ' 


your Heaps; and matter not how much you trample un- 


' der Foot the Law of God, and your injur'd Neighbour, - 
fo you can bur advance upon. them your Wealth and ' 
Poſſeflions: Come hither, 1 fay, and tell me, does your * 


Sonl conmund or ſerve? ts the Miſtreſs or: Slave? But 


ket the Royal Prophet anſwer for you; Dormierunt ſorry, ,. -. 


mm funm,” & nihil invenerunt omnes viri divitiarun in 


mranibus ſubs. They ſlept their ſleep, ſays he, aud all the ' 
men of Riches found nothing.in their hands. Where => x 
I þ ' 
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A Diſcourſe of the Excellency of the Soul. 
the Words ſeem to import no more, than that Riches 
cannot exempt their Owners from dying, nor redeem 
them from Hell, if they are condemn'd to thoſe Flames ; 
yet St. Ambroſe has found a Criticiſm in them, a dire& 
Anſwer to our Queſtion: for he takes notice, that Co- 
vetous Men are here call'd, Viri divitiarum, Men of Rich- 
es: Bene viros divitiarum appellat, non divitias virorum, 
there being a great difference between the Riches of Mex 
and Mer of Riches. We muſt ſee therefore, which belongs 
to which: Does the Maſter belong to his Servazt, or the 
Servant to his Maſter? "Tis out of doubt, the Servart is 
his Maſter's. But by what are we to know, which is 
the Servant 2 This too is evident; for Servants are la- 
bouring and toyling in their ſeveral Employments, while 
the Maſter is taking his Eaſe, or divertiſing himſelf in 
ſome Recreation. Now let us look into the. Houſe of a 
Covetous Man, and we ſhall be ſoon ſatisfied as to our 
Puery : there we ſhall behold his Bags, his Treaſure, laid 
up, and oh! with how much Care and Sollicitude; all 
ſtill and quiet. But he, how baſie, how uneaſie! hard at 
work in ſecuring, and as earneſt in drawing in more, In 
this, his Memory is wholly taken up, *tis the Concern of 
his Underſtanding, and his Will and AfﬀeCtons are in a 
perpetual rack, And now, which here belongs to which 2 
Which the Servant, which the Maſter? He's ſaving it 
al day, while his Riches lye undiſturb'd, and without 
Employ. *Tis certain therefore, the Riches are not of 
the Mar, but he's the Mar: of his Riches. Viri divitiarum, 
fays St. Ambroſe, »t oftenderet eos, nor poſſeſſores divitia- 
rum efſe, ſed 2 ſuis divitiis poſſideri, aliena cuſtodit ut fa- 
mulus, non tanquame Domings ſuis utitur, And this is the 
Anſwer of the Pſalmiſt, calling Miſers, Mer of Riches, to 
ſignifie to us, that while they wazt on their Bags, like 
Servants, and do not »ſe them, like Owners ; they are 
not the Meſters of their Money, but its Slaves, And is 


not 


4] 


A-Diſconrſe of the Excellency of the Soul. 
not this an intolerable Blindneſs of Men, that whenasGod 
has given them Souls, that ſhould cozemard and rule, they 
ſqbje&t them to the Body, and make them Servants to 
droſs? O baſe Slavery of Covetouſneſs! and this is the 
Injury every Miſer does his Soul, thus does he debaſc it. 
But let us come now to the wnclean and laxuriovs man. 
This is 1n all Propriety a S/ave to his Fl. O poor Soul! 
did God create thee to ſerve the Body in' theſe filthy and 
brutal Deſires? ls it not ſtrange, thata Soul ſanoble, which 
its Makey enrich'd with a Memory to refleton his Benefits, 
with an Ondcrſtanding to know his Greatneſs, and with 
a Will to love his Goodneſs, ſhould now employ all his 


Thoughts, his Deſires, his Memory, and Afeions, in ſer-| 


ving the Body in its Uncleanneſs, and waiting on it, in 
thoſe its \winiſh Delights? O Baſeneſs, to be lamented with 
Tears of Blood! O Soul, unworthy of that Name! O, that 
thou would'ſt be aſhanvd and confounded, to ſee thy ſelf 


a Slave to ſuch a beſtial Appetite! Wereadin Gerefi, that ,, ,,, 


Potiphar's Wite, full of Concupiſcence, caft her Eyes up- 
on Joſeph, then a Servant in her Houſe: And*tis very ob- 
ſervable, how the Septuagint (follow'd by St. Chryſe 0, 
and St: Ambroſe) word it. Injecit uxor domini oculos in 
Joſeph. And it came to paſs, that his Maſter's Wife cait her 
Eyes upon Joſeph. Now 'tis plain, that fhe was not only 
his Maiter's Wife, but alſo Joſeph's MiStreſs, and Joſeph 
was her Servant. And it had been a more 'compendious 
Expreflion, to have ftil'd her his MiiFreſs than his Maſter's 
Wife. 'Tis true, ſays St. A-zbroſe, it had been more compen- 
diows, but not ſo proper.: for why ſhould ſhe be calld a 
Miſtreſs who was ſuch a Slave to her Luſt? No, rather 
his Maſter's Wife, Oxor Domini, 1s more agreeable; for 
ſhe is unworthy of the Name of Mzi#reſs,: who 1s at the 


Command of fo brutiſh a Paſſion: Re#e Uxor Domint, , .. t« 7/. 
(they are the Words of St. Ambroſe) non ipſa| Dowing © 5: 


arcitur ------ Quomodo Domina, que dominandi non habe- 
bat affeFum, que ſervilis libidinis incentiva. praitabat? 
=] C Scorn 
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Born therefore, 'Chriſtian, to be led along by a Beaſt” 
Be. aſham'd tbns to debafe.thy Soul, and to make it a 
Servant to thy Body, which it ought 'to:commend. 

-. Tell me, Chriſtian, what 'would'{ thou ſay, 'if thou. 
ſhould'ſt ſee, paſſing through the Streets, n Horſe nobly 
deck'd, his Saddle embroider'd with Gold, his Bridle of 
Silver, his Trappings wrought with Diamonds, and the 
Owner on his Back ſcarcely coverd'withRags? Would'ſ{t 
aot thou think 'that che had-loſt 'bis Judgment? And what 
x :thou ſhould'ſt behold the Sight which the Wiſe-man 
ſaw 5 Vidi ſervos in equis, @» Principes amebulantes ſaper ter- 
ram yuaft ſervos. T hve ſeen, ſays he, Servants upon Hoy- 
ſes, and Princes walking on the Ground as Servants.Would 
not this have ſfurpris'd thee? What! Peers and Princes at 


the -Horfes-Heels, waiting on: their Servants! What a Mad- - 


nefs and yet ino 'other Madneſs than thou art guilty of, 
when 'pamp'ving-thy Body, and:grving it all Refpect and 
Attendance imaginable, thou neglectt thy Soul,leaving it 
baſely disfigur'd, and cover'd over-with the filth of Vice 
and Debauthery :-no other Madneſs, Chriſtian, than'thon 
art guilty of, as often -as thou !permitteſt thy Soul, that 
noble Lady, an Empreks created for the Poſleſiion of the 
Kingdom'of Heaven, to. be. baſely dragg'd through all the 
Mazes-of Sin, 1n Obedience to the S/aviſh Commands of 
thy unruly Fleſh. 'O; how diſorderly and prepoſterous: 
15 this! And yet this every Sinner does as:often as he of- 
tends againft his Maker; and it not a Madneſs, enough 
to-fill-your Hearts withiHorror 'and. Confufion? But this 
s not a}, ſays theRceverend: Maſter Avika; aSimner, when: 
he offends, yet goes farther he:does 'not only ' make the 


Shave ride 1n :\{tate, and the Prircego onfoot; but even 


makes the Beaſ? lead the Prince bridled where: it iJifks. 


- She Breft governs and commands, :and-the-Primoe likes. 


well beat fach a Beok. What Senſe would'ft thou have; 
Chriſtian, -of.fach:a. monſtreus Speftacie?- A noble han, 
u Quince, one admizable both 10 Leaning. and Haw, ito. 
[4 6 be 


A. Diſtane/e off the Excollorey of the Soul. 
be at the Conmand: of a Bi, while a Brute has-the Ma- 
 nagement of the Bridle! What would'ſt thou ſay, Chriſti- 
an, but that ſuck an one is only fit Company for Mad- 
men? Why then, ſay it to. thy; ſelf, Thow rt he. For 
what is thy Body, but a kind: of Animal, void of Reaſon 
and Underſtanding? and what is thy Soul, a Spirit, Prince 
of all Creatures, and capable of enjoying God? and thou 
permitteſt thy Body, with-its beſtial Appentes, to lead 
thy Soul, without either Law or Reaſon, whereſoever 
they liſt, What is/ this, Sinner, what .is this haxurious 
Man? Where is thy Underſtanding ? and whither witt 
thou go at laſt, dragd by this wild and untam'd Beaft? 
whither, but to thy eternal Ruine? And what can be the 
Concluſion of this diſorder'd Government, where the 
whole Command is in the hand of a Slave? Giveeara little. 
*Tis related in Hiſtory, that Semriremis from a Slave 
became Empreſs in Babylon; and it happen'd thus. Nan, zh1,m. 1. 3. 6 
then King, blind in Love, obligd hunſelf to grant her 7-5 _ 
whatſoever ſhe ſhould ask : ſhe defird, that ſhe might 
have the Management of the Empire for one. day; and 
immediately, by his Conſent, the Slave was raisd to be a 
Sovereign. And being thus enthron'd, ſhe ordered ſeveral 
things, and was forthwith obey'd. Amongſt. the: reſt, 
ſhe commanded, that Nias ſhould be ſeis'd, and have 
his Head cut off: this alſo was immediately done. For 
what elfe could. be expected where Slavery rul'd theScep- 
ter, but Blood and Tyranny? . And what is to be expet- 
ed, Sinner, from this Dominion which: than haſt deli- 
vered to thy Fleſh > What is to be: the end. of this. Obe- 
dience which thou yieldeſt to: thy luſtfil. Appetates ? 
—_ —__ Death? Ol how _ a+ ware 
the Prophet Jeremy #7 Principes mane: ant: He's Lam c. 5. 
ns g the Miſeries which the: People of [rac fuffer- 
ed in Babylos, and he'fays, that the. Cheldeaus had: heng'd 
up their Princes, and gave no Reſpett tothe. Anciepts;: Fas. - 
cies ſenums-nowerubuerunt. All wasfull. of Sadnefs andHov+ 
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A Diſtonrſe of the Excellency of the: Soul. 
.xor. And how- came this, O Iſraelites? What was it that 
drew upon you theſe Afﬀidtions ? The Prophet had-de- 
clar'd it juſt before: /t:gypto dedimus manum,. & Aſſjrirs 


-wt ſaturaremmr pane. - We, ſay the miſerable Captives, we 


deliverd our ſelves to the Egyptians and the Afſyriary, 
aud we became Slaves to our Slaves. Servi dominati furt 
oftri, And this was the Origin of all their Misfortunes, 
And you, O Chriſtian Souls, who are over-rul'd by 
-your Slaves, by your carnal. Appetites, what' Concluſion 
can you expe? Death and eternal -Torments wait far 
you. Oh, when will you reſolve to regain the Dominion 
over your-Body ? Wall you put off, and neglect, tif! all 
Recovery is- become impoſſible? - | 
Stay a-while, and give ear to the Cries of thoſe miſe- 
Table Souls, who-are in Hell Flames, there condemn'd to 
ſaffer for all Eternity 3 hear what they ſay; Ergo erravi- 
mus 4 viaveritatis, & juſtitie lumen non luxit nobis. We 
therefore have erred, is their common Voice. O poor Wretch- 
&s!: And now are you become ſenſible of it, when you: 
are paſt Remedy? David was 'more ctrcumſpet, who 
made this Refle&ion in time:- Erravi ſicutovis. I have err- 
ed, ſays David; and, We have erred, is the Cry-of the 
Damned. David-pronouncd it in ſeaſon, it being-in him 
the Voice of Repentance3. but they have negleQed their 
time, and in them 'tis only the effet of Deſpair. Ergo er 


' #avimms; We have therefore erred, ſay they. Arconſequence 


indeed, bur very ill timed. 'Fhe Aztecedent in this Life, 
ſpent in Senſuality and Luſt, and the Conſequerce in Hell > 
O! how this will conclude little before the Mercy-ſeat! 
Do- you ſee, Chriſtians, how = lament? and how now, 
too late, they underſtand their Error? Refle& now a lit- 


| tle, and conſider what: it was, and wherein their Error 


did:confiſt? But they- declare it themſelves: Et juſtitie' 
lumen. non Juxit nobis.We follow d not the DireQions of 
Juſtice. Juſtice-is that which gives to every one their own. And 
kerethey begin to underſtand what was their Error. _ | 
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A Diſcourſe of the Excellency of the Souk T9 
whereas they were bound to give to their Souls the Ho- 
nour and Reſpedt of a Lady and Empreſs, and treat their 
Bodies like Servantsz they, on the contrary, gave the 
-Honour to the Bodly winch did not belong to it, and 
abus'd their Souls, like Slaves. And this it is which they 
now fruitleſ{ly lament, in the middle of their Torments: 
Tuſtitie lumen non Inxit nobisz and the ſame will be their 
Complaint, without hopes of Remedy, for a long Eter- 
nity. Merito conqueruntur, ſays a Learned Author, in in- Labe.. 
ferno damnati, ſe juſtitie lumine caruiſſe, quia vere malt 
neſciunt unicuique ret debitam eſtimatianem tribuere; plit- 

| ris enim corpus, quam animan facinnt, VC: 
And, you Chriſtians, who hear this, tilt how long will: 
| you expe, before you underſtand your Error; till. 


; -when there ſhall be no longer a Poflibility of Remedy 2- 
3K Da illi honorem ſecundum meritum ſuum. Ah! rather let 


your Souls zow have the Honour which is due to them'; 
tet them have the Precedency of your Body, -in all Re- 
ſpecs. 'Tis baſe, and unbeſeeming a-Chriftian, to make 
his Body the whole Buſineſs of his Concern, while his 
| Soul ſhall lye negle&ed, and be no part of his Care. Who- 
; 4s there of you ſo unreaſonable, that if he ſhould ſee his 
| Houſe on Fire, his Servants m danger, his-Wife exposd 
to the Flames, would be ftrſt ſollicitous mn faving 'his- 
Servants? And yet, you Sinners, who have your Souls. 
ready to be ſeizd on by Hell-fire, and your Flefh burn- 
ing with Concupiſcence; to which do you run firſt with. * 
Aitiſtance? Do you. ſeek for Plenty of Fears to ſecure 
your Soul from the Flames of Hell; or the Water of vain: 
i; Delights and unlawful Pleaſures, to extinguiſh, or rather 
£1. : ſarishe the fire of your- own Luſt? O' Miſery, to-thruſt- 
| your Souls more into the Flames, that your Bodies may. 
| be at eaſe! Diz-il/; honoremw: Ah Chriſtians, look rather. 
.to ſecure your Soxlr, tho' your Bodies periſh. The Body 
1s attended by many Neceſlities, the Soul is in want of 
'the Divine Grace: that the Body may be ſupplied, —_ 


uh 
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20 A Diſcourſe of the Excellency. of the Soul. 
Jitile is. it: to-run over the whole World, and to trample 
| all Difficulties under. foot; and ſhall no Pains be taken, 
| that the Soul may have her Support? Da i43 honorem. bs 
| it the Soul of a Beaſt that you have within you, that ig | 
| ſeems ſo unworthy of your Care? Who ever ſaw a Soul- 
dier receive the Dart in: his Breaſt that he might preſerve | 
| his Shield untouch'd 2: The Serpent expoſes his Rody to 
[| the Blow, to ſecure his Head, wherein his Soul reſides: 
| and 15 it beſeeming a Chriſtian, to let his Soul lye open 
to. all the. Aſaults of the Devil, that bis Bady may be & 
kept. harmleſs 2 No, the Body was intended to receive 
the Blows, and the Soul for Honour : Da 34; honoree. 
” And if thou can't not comply ſo far, as to let thy Soul 
be the chief part of thy care, at leaſt, let it have an equal 
Hb. 14.in {ſhare with thy Body. Take but notice, ſays St, Chryſoſtome, 
_ with how much Sollicitude thy Body is waited on, if in- 
diſpos'd 3 and how careful thou art, to free thy Eye from 
any thing that moleſts it: Animam autem tuan tant} ma- 
lorum congerie proſſare negligis. But thy Soul, lying under a 4 
Complication of Diſtempers, how little Lopane By her De- 
livery? Why is {he thus negleed? If thy Houſe be in 
danger of falling, thou do'lt not let every Trifle divert 
thee from preventing the Ruinez but that which is moſt 
8 conſiderable, is certain of having thy firſt Aſſiſtance. Why, 
bave the ſame care then for thy Soul, as for thy Houſe; at 
teaſt, as thou haſt for every Beaſt that goes along the 
%. 14.'in High-way: Cadit aſinus, is the Complaint of St. Bernard, 
__ O&* invenit, qui ſe ſublevet; cadit anima, & non eſt qui 
manum apponat. The Beait falls in the way, (ays the Saint, 
and there never want thoſe who will help it up: but the Soul 
IF falls into Sin, and ſhe's left in the mire. How unchriſti- 
| | an. is this! Have the ſame care for it as thou haſt for the 
Garment thou weareſt ; as for the Shoes-under thy Feet, 
whach thou haſt nat Patience to ſee ont of order. Let 
not thy Soul be in the Extremity of Wants, disfigur'd, 
| nay, almoſt devour'd. by. Sin, and yet want Aſſiſtance: 
$6 Da illi honorem ſecundum meritum ſuum. | The 


A Difconſe of the Excellency of the Soul... or 
The Excellency of the Soul is made clearer to 

ns from enucherConthlerated 5 _ as much as it 4s Lager | 
the Work of God,” a work fram'd after his own Us che tend 
1-zge. Upon which account, a much greater Reſpeft is of God. * 
yet due to it. Da ili honorem. For the laying open this, 

make a {hort Refl&Qion, Chriſtians, how great an Efteem 

Men generally have ifor any Pidctare-or Statue, of the 

hand of any famous and excellent Artiſt. We have a Re- 

lation in Pliny, that King Deavetrius having laid Siegeto 7. 35. c. 11, 
Rhodes, and there being no proſpe& of this gaining the 

City, but by opening a Breach in that part of the Wall 

where ftood a Picture, the Workmanſhip of the greac 
Protogenes ; he, not to injure the Piece, unmediately com- 

manded the Stege to be rais'd; chafing rather ito emi 

the making himſelf Maſter of fo conſiderable #/Poft, than 

to prejudice the work of that great Mafter. Pareentemgue 

Piture fugit occaſio vittorie. And was not this Piece of 
Protogents highly valued by Demetrins? And how much 

higher Value tyet ought we to put upon our Souls for 

being the Work of God? 1t being certain, that whenfo- 

ever our Vicious Appetites-are drawing forth in oppofi- 

tion to the Divine Law, and our wicked Defires are 

making an Attack' onthe 'Crty ofiGod, "ris impoſiible we 

fhould proceed in 'theſe 'Defigns without defacing and 

even running our Sorils, made 'by the hand-af that TDi- 

vine Artiſt. Manns tw fecerurt me. Thy hands have evade vc. 118.. 
we. Let us have therefore a reſpe& for our Souls, due to 

the Greatneſs of 'the Omnzpotent hand that made-us. 'But 

x we conlider atſittte farther, we thall difcover:our Souls. 

40'be not only the 'Work of God, but alſo 'ns'Image: a- 

yet 'more forcing Argument for our Reſpet. There was 

mM Athens A Statue of Minerpa, made by Phitias, which 
was much celebrated \arnong the Ancients: and thereaſon 

was, 2s Yri#oth relates it, becauſe m-the Shield -of the 
Goddefs , the Anthor had fo ingenioufly wrought his 
own'tmage, that 'twas'impoſhble-ro -eflace-this, without: 
quite. 
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quite ruining the whole. How much more have we to 
ſay for our ſelves, Chriſtians, having Souls whoſe whole 

Subſtance is the very Image of their Creator? Ad imagi- 
Gent, - rem + ſimilitudineme noſtram? How much greater is our 
Priviledge. bearing ſtamp'd in our Humane Beirg, the 
Pourtraiture of our God: Signatum eſt ſuper 195 lumen 

vultus tus Domine 2? But 'twill not be amiſs now, to hear 

from the Mouths of the Holy Fathers, in what manner 

z Our Soul is made after God's own Image. 

| | St. Fohn Chryſoitom ſays, it conſiſts 1n this 3 that as God 

—— 4 is far above all Creatures whatſcever, ſo the Soz/of Man 
. 4s ſuperiour to all corporeal Beings, 1n Dignity, Com- 

Aug.ti.8., mand, and Power. St. Auguſtin ſays, the Likeneſs confiſts 
ini. Fean. chiefly in that the Soul is endow'd with an Underiand- 
ing; and that as God kzows and loves himſelf, ſo alſodoes 

Am. |. dign, the Soul. St. Ambroſe, becauſe as God is whole in the 
cor, bum. "whole Univerſe, and whole in every part, fo alſo is the 
Soul in reſpe& of its Body: and as God is oze in Eflence, 

and three 1n Perſons; ſo is the Soul oze 10 its Eftrce, and 

three 1n its Powers, the Will, Memory, and Underſtanding. 

Dam. L. 2. Fid, $- John Damaſcen, that as God is free, ſo likewiſe the 
0.Th. 1.3.9. Soul. St. Thomas ſays, 'tis the Image of God, becauſe it 
93-ar.22 das a larger Portion of the Divine PerfeCtions than any 
other Creature. God has a Being, he has Life and Ur- 
deritanding : the Heavens and Elements partake of his 

Being; the Plants and Beaſts, of "P and Angels of his 
UOnderitanding. But the Soul has a ſhare of all together,it 

1s ennobled with a Being, with Life and Underitanding, 

all Excellencies of God himſelf; O Soul, did'ſt thou but 

know thy. own PerfeCtion, what efteem would'ſt ſet up- 

Ser, 1.ds ON thy ſelf! Agnofce, O Chriitiane, ſays St. Leo, dignita- 
Nat, Do, tems tuam, & divine conſors fains nature, nol: in veterene 
wilitatem degeneri converſatione redire. Underitand, ſays 
he, and acknowledge thy own Excellency 5 and ſince God 
has rais d thee to be Partaker of his own Being, be not ſo 
baſe, as by Sin to degrade thy ſelf from this ſo great an Ho- 
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»onur. For this only reafon, Chriſtian, has God priviledg'd 
thy Sonl, above all other Creatures ; that thy Lite may 
be anſwerable to thy Origin. Nobilem, ſays Eucherins, 
wult eſſe vitam tuam, qui tibi comiſit imaginen ſuans. He Ho. 2. de ſymſ. 
that has imprinted his own Likeneſs in thy very Being, in- 
tends that thou ſhould'ft be alſo like hint in thy way of living. 
God's Lite conſiſts in his knowing and loving himſelf; 
and it ought to be the Life of thy Sonl, tro know and 
love God. Dat unde ip/i quoque, are the Words of St. 
Leo, quod operatur, operemur. This is thy Being, this thy  , _« 
Obligation. But thou, Sinner, how halt thou comply'd ro. man. M 
with this thy Duty? O the Wickedneſs of Sin! How of- 
ten haſt thou contemnd and trodden upon this Dignity 
of thy Soul? How often haſt thou, by thy Villanies, de- 
fild, nay quite defac'd this Image of thy God? Derigra- 
ta eit facies, eorum ſuper carbones. Thou haſt made thy 
Soul more black than the very Coals; and at that time, 
when thou did'{t commit thy Iniquities, thou didft wipe 
off from thy Sonl, that Likeneſs of the Blefſed Trinity, 
which till then it wore, by the Grace of thy Maker, Ex- 
honorat animam, (aid Rabbanus, qui peccatis illam polluit. L. 3. in Eccl. 
He treats his Soul unworthily who pollutes it with Sin. But © 3 
hear now, how it is that Sin{trikes off from the Soul the 
Image of God, 
The Soul of Man is, as'it were, a Seal, begring on it 
the Image of the Blefled Trinity : Tu ſignaculunf(imilitudi- ze. 23. 
is. And 'tis, as Rypertus deſcribes it, as if the King, with 
his Signet, ſhould imprint on Wax, þis Arms and Pi- 
cure: Tanquan cera figilli Teſtatoris imagine (ignata. For L.2. inGen. 
jaſt ſo has-God ſtamp'd on the Soul of Man, as in Wax, ©* 
the /keneſs of his own Divine Beirg.. But when a Sinner, 
unmindful of his Dury, offends againſt his Creator, O 
what a ſudden change, how this /ikeneſs ſoon diſappears! 
David, very ſenfible of this, exattly lays before us the man- 
ner of it: :Yicut fluit cera 4 facie ignis, fic pereant peccatores Pf. 54, | 
4 facie Dei. Let any one — hand apiece of Wax, 
| that 
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that has a Figure ſtamp'd on it, of a Lamb, a Dove, e+e. 
let him hold it to the Fire 3 the Wax ſoon diffolves, and. 
the Image it bore is utterly loſt: S7cut fluit cera 2 facie ig- 
2135, In like manner does Sin quite deſtroy the [{ zkemeſs 
of God, imprinted on the Soul. 97c pereart peccatores 4. 
facie Dei. The Soul, when 'tis1n Grace, 1s nobly beauti- 
fied with God's own Image but approaching to the Fire 
of Concupiſcence, of Anger, of Pride, the Soul begins, in. 
a manner to melt away, to be diflolv'd 3- ahd the Image 
that it bore of its Maker is quite cttac'd. A facie 7gnzs, 
fays Novarinws, & ſole ah eſin concupiſcentie, ſic perit in es 
&p efluit imago dei, ut fluit-cera a facie ignis, Conſider then, 
Sinner, what thou do'{t, when thou: purteſt thy ſelf in oc- 
caſion of offending God, when thou follow'(t i]I Compa- 
ny, giveſt ear to idle Diſcourſe ; this is to hold the Wax. 
out to the Fire ; 'tis to wipe off the Likeneſs of God from 
thy Soul, and exchange it for that of the Devil. O, ifthou 
did'{t but behojd, how foul and ugly thou art within, at- 
the very Inſtant thou confenteſt to any wicked Thought !* 
if thou did'{t but ſee how horrid and deform'd thy Soul 
is rendred by every mortal Sin! It may be call'd indeed - 
the Image of its Creator, but ſoabued. and disfigur'd, that | 
there's no Likereſs left. Stay therefore on this Confidera- 


tion a little, and tell me for the preſent, what would'(t- * 


thou ſay, if thow ſhould ſee, in the middle of the Street, - 
ſome wicked Jew, or any other profane Miſcreant, tread- 
ing under his rect theImageof our Blefied Redeemer; and 
full of Contempr and Spitedefacing itwtth a thouſand ir- 
religious Blows? What would'ſt thou fay, Chriſtian, m this - 
caſe? Would not thy Zeal pur thee on to reſcue it from - 
ſuch an unchriſtian Abuſe, and the Reſpe& thou oweſt to - 
him whom it repreſents, oblige thee to place it fome where 
with: Decency out of the reach of ſuch a helliſh Malice? 
Way look then, Sinner, ſee where thy Soul is; it lies un- * 
dex the feet of the Devils: Doſt thou know it? Cujws eft 
Imago hace Whoſe is this Image Is 1t not the Image ofthy. 
God, 
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"God, and of thy Maker and Redeemer? Sechow 'tis abus'd, 
/ how disfigur'd 3 how 'tis without all Beauty and Grace, 
Egreſſus eſt 2 filia Sion omnis decor ejus, Why do'ſt not 
thou, without delay, redeem it from thefe Injuries? How 
can'ft thou have Patience to ſee it trampled on by theſe 
ifernal Furies? Ah! force it away, ſnatch it up, and by 
a ſincere and hearty Repentance, deliver it into the hands 
of thy God,that he may cleanſe it and reſtore it to its for- 
-mer Beauty. Da illi honorems ſecundum meritun ſun. 
4 But as yet we have not ſeen the full worth of the Sor! : The Excellen- 
#* 4t deſerves a yet higher eſteem from us, if we conſider at <y of the Soul 
7 How great a rate it was held by Jeſus Chriſt, and how much Form ih 
the gave for it. Zuam pretiefis Bs ſaid Excherias, (i FaGo- Jeſus. 
rem forte non credis, interroga RedemÞtorem. If thou know' ſt #2: dem. 
wot, O Soul, to ſet a value upon thy ſelf, for being the Image 
[ "of thy Creator, turn to thy Redeemer, and learn of him, how 
Þ]. amich thou art worth. Ohow much! St. Hilary, after a tho- 
| rough Conſideration of this Point, ſays, that the Son of 
God gave ſo much for the Soul, 1hat it fecms in ſome man- Ap. Euſ. hum.8. 
ner to be worth even God himſelf: Tam copioſo munere ipſa 
Redemptio agitur, ut homo Deum valere videatur. St. Augu- 
ſtinaid it more expreſly, Sanguinem fudit Unicus Filins inPl102. 
Dei pro nobis, O Anima, erige te, tanti vales. The only Son 
of God ſhed his Blood for us : O Soul, look up, for jo much 
art thon worth. Yes, Chriſtian Soul, have an eſteem for thy 
{-If; the Son of God gave his Blood for thee. Thou art 
that Loſt Sheep for whoſe Recovery the Heavenly Paſtor 
undertook ſo laborious and chargeable a Journey. Thou 
art that precious Drachm that was lo?, for the regaining 
of which, that inacceſſible Light, the ſecond Perſon 1n the 
Bleſſed Trinity, was brought forth in our Hamanity; God 
being made Man, for the Redemption of Man. Thou att 
that precions Jewel, for the purchaſing of which, the D:vize 
1 apidary, who knew well its Valne, gave all that he had: 
he gave his Blood, his Life, his Honour, he gave all, he 
gave his whole ſelf, that he might have thee; not thinking 
= D 2 any 
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any price too high in ſuch a Purchaſe. See then, Chriſti 
an, how much thou oughtſt to prize thy Soul, ſince Je- 
ſus Chriſt valued it at ſo high a rate, thathe did not on- 
ly lay down his Life for thee, but if 'twere neceſlary, 
would retyrn, and.do it a-ſecond time. Oblefled be ſuch 
Love, blefled be ſach Goodneſs! But, thou, Sinner, tel] 
me. after all this, to whom does thy Soul belong, to whom 


haſt thou deliver'd it? Imagine with thy felf, that here 


comes in at preſent Jeſus Chriſt on vne ſide, and ihe Devil 
on the other, both with a Deſign to buy this Jewel, thy 
Soul. Chriſt offers thee for ir, all that thou. haſt already 
heard. The Devil gives thee a httle S2w0ak which he calls 
Honour ; a little Droſs, which he calls Iztcreſt; a ſhoxt 
Imagination which he calls Guſt or Pleaſure. Now what 
haſt thou accepted? To which haſt thou given thy Soul ? 
In iniquitatibus veſtris venditi eſtis. At the very Ioſtant 
that thou confented'ſt to fin, you made a ſale of your 


Soul; but to whom? To Jeſus Chriſt, who gives ſo high 


for it, or to the Devil, who gives you nothing? O vile 
Contract of a Sinner ! thou haſt ſold it to the Devil. St. 
Angnſtin declares it to thee in plain terms Unuſquiſq: pec- 
cando animam ſuam diabolo vendit, accepto tanquam precio, 
dulcedine temporalis veliptatis. Whoſoever (ins, lays he, ſells 
his Soul to the Devil, at the price of ſome vain and fadin 
Delight. But ſtay, Sinner, what do'{t thou do? Do'{t thou 
make a delivery of thy Soul to the Devil, being a Jewel 
which coſt the Son of God no leſs a price than his own 
Blood ? Give ear a little to David, at that time when the 
Philiftins had laid Stege to Bethlehem; O Fir an mihi da- 
ret poturs aque de cifterna, que eft in Bethlehem. O ( fays 
he) that ſome Man would give me drink of the Water of the 
Ciſtern that is in Bethlehem. Which when ſome of his 
Captains had heard, three of them broke through the 
Camp of the Enemies, and having drawn Water out of 
the Ciſtern of Bethlehem, they brought it to David.. But 
he, nolugt .bihere, he would not drink; but offered. it. to.our 
Lord. 


UMI 


A Diſcourſe of the Excellency of the Soul. 
Tord. Libavit eam Domino. And hegives the reaſons Num 
ſangninem hominum iſtorum, & animarumn periculum bibam! 
Shall I drink (lays he) the Blood of theſe Men, end the pe- 
ril of their lives Water that coſt ſo dear is not proper to 
be drank. but to be made a Sacrifice: fo that he ſeems to 
have reaſon'd thus with himſelf; This Water I may now 


either give to.my {clf, in ſatisfaction of my Appetite 3 or 


elſe to God, to whom it 1s due. But ſeeing, 1n the pro- 
curing, it coſt theſe Men the hazard of their Lives, I'lt 


never let it be ſpent on a Guſ# of my own, but Ill offer 


it up to my God: Libavit eam Domino. 


Ah Chriſtians, Chriſtians! If David put ſo high a Va- 


Jue on a little Water, for reſpect of the Danger theſe men 
underwent; how- ought you to eſteem your Souls, which 
have been purchasd'not-oply: with Dangers, and an un- 
interrupted toil of 33 Years, but even with the Life and 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt? Zuanti queſo, ſays a Learned Au- 
thor, facienda eſt ſalus noftra, non quidem hanſta periculo 
ſanguinis, & vite puri hominis, ſed ſanguine ipſo, & vita 
ipſa hominis dei noſtri? Thou haſt coſt (O Soul) not on- 
ly the danger of Life, but even Lite it-ſelf 5-and that not 
of. Man, but of thy Redeemer, God and Man. And *this 
Soul which has been ſo dearly purchayd, thou baſely de- 
livereſt into the hands of thy greateſt Enemy. And this, as 
the Prophet has it; Propter. pugzllur hordei, &* fragmen 
paris; for a handful of Barley and a morſel of Bread ; for 
any of theſe little and inconſ(iderable Nothires of this 
World: and how many times even for leſs ? how many 
times without Gain, without Guſt, without Honour? how 
many.times haſt thou laid it down before: hand ; ſinning to 
day, on ſome. deſign for the next Year ? and how many 
times without. all Hopes of any ——_ but rather with 


Labat. - 
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Diſcontents, Poverty, and publick Diſgrace? How often - 


haſt thou gone forth, and like the Apoſtate-Diſciple, in- 


vited the Devils to take thy Soul at their own rate? id 
wultis mihi dare, & ego eum vobis tradam? What debght 


will 
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will you give in Exchange of my Soul? O unreaſonable 
Vileneſs of Sinners! O monſtrous Ingratitude! What a 
Madneſs is this, exclaims Sr. Bernard, that a Chriſtian - 
{ſhould fo diſeſteem his Soul, and make leſs Account of it 
than the Devil does? Satan offer'd to Chriſt, for his, all 
the Kingdoms inthe World, when as yet he did not know 
him to be the Son of God; and the wicked Chriſtian de- 
livers his without any Agreement, but ſtanding wholly 
4p. Hirtis, tO the Devil's Courtelie? @nis furor tamviles habere ani- 
caron, 69» $:4* 2245, quas etiam Demon pretioſas habet ! But tell me, Sin- 
ner, what would'ſt thou take to be a Slave under the in- 
humane Txrks, where thou art to expect nothing but a 
"moſt cruel Uſage, Hunger, Blows, and Tyranny, without 
'Eaſe, Reſt, or Sleep; or any fatisfattion whatſoever? Is 
there any Price that can hire. thee? I believe not. And 
yet of thy own Accord, thou makeſt thy ſelf one of the 
\ Devil's Slaves; thou putteſt thy ſelf under him, where 
thy Captivity ſhall be far more intollerable, and without 
all hopes of Redemption; ſince thou unworthily tram- 
pleſt ander foot the Blood of thy Redeemer.  Znare tib; 
tam vilis es, qui tam pretioſns es Deo? Why, ſays Sr. Chryſo- 
logirr, art thou ſo baſe to thy ſelf, who art ſo highly effeem'd 
by thy God? Think of this with Shame and Confuſion ; 
eſteem thy Soul as God eſteems it, at leaſt eſteem it more 
than the Devil himſelf does: Da #13 honorem ſecundn 
meritum ſunm. 
The Excellen- The Reſpect due to the Soul is raisd yet one degree 
dy * higher, inaſmuch as the deſign of its firſt Creation was for 
the Enjoyment of an eternal Felicity, being made capa- 
ble of 'God himſelf, and the Poſſeſſion of the clear and 
beatifical Viſion of its Maker in Gloty. Secundum meri- 
. tum ſnum, ſpe future mercedis, ſays Rabbanus, Give it its 
due, ſays he, on hope of a future Reward. God did not 
create thy Soul, Chriſtian, for rhe empty Vanities of this 
World: no, raiſe thy Thoughts higher. Hearken to Holy 
Job; Homo ad laborem naſcitur, & avis ad volatum, Mart 
E 5 
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is born to Labour, and the Bird to Flight; which, accord- 

ing to the Moral Gloſo, ſignifies, that the Body was in- 61. mer. in - 
tended for Labour and Toi}, but that the Soul was cre- Job. c. 5. 
ared for to take its Flieht to Heaven, and raiſe it ſelf to 

God. This Honour, this Title to the Kingdom of Heaven, 

was purchas'd for us by Jeſus Chriſt; who by his own 

molt precious Blood did wipe out the Hand writing which 

the Devil held againſt us for our Excluſion from Glory : 

Delens quod adverſus nos erat chyrographum decreti. O Soul? cy a. - 
and what an Honour is this, that thou wert not made 

for Eating, Cloathing, and the little buſineſſes of the Earth! 

Thou haft a R7ght to an eternal Crown; O, how would'ft 


. thou eſteem thy ſelf, if thou did*ſtbut know what thou art! 


\ Ochoxias, King of Juda, being dead, Arhalia his Mother, 
full of Cruelty, and the Ambition of Ruling, immediately 
{2w all the King's Sons, excepting only Joas, who was 
ſnatch'd from the Slanghter by Joſaba his Aunt, who, keep- - 
ing him in Diſguiſe ſix Years, brought him up in the 


Temple, till at length he was crowned King. Eratq; cum 4 Kin. 11, 


ea ſex annis clam in domo domini. Now thoſe that were 
not privy to the Secret, and knew him not to havea Right, 
to the Kingdom, we may ealily imagine, gave himno other 
ReipeRs, than to other Youths, to whom his Education 
made him a Companion: while thofe few that were con- 
ſcious of the whole Intrigue, honour'd him as a Prince, 
and ferv'd him as their Sovereign; knowing that 1n a ſhort 
time he would come to beg veſted with his Imperial Robes, - 
and ſway the Scepter of Judah, tho then he was but in a 


mean rank,and reputed as ordinary: Ab iis ({ays the Enſebi- Fuſ. Nier, ho. 


#5 of cur Age) qui filium Regis noverant,magno habebatur ho. **: 5: 
ore, non quia regiis ornabatur inſignibas, ſed quia orrandys 

erat. O Chriſtian Souls! ſays the holy Evangeliſt St. Job 3 

now, while you are in this Life, your great Dignity is 
known but by few; you are as yet hid and in diſguiſe,and, 

Iike young J-as, without your princely Robes, without the 1 {>. 2, « 


Enfigns of Bliſs. Nondum apparyit, quid erimm; but there 


will 
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will come a time, when you ſhall be call'd to your King- 
dom, and crown'd with Glory. Ca autem apparuerit ſime;- 


les ei erimws,&c. Oadmirable Greatneſs! and is there any 


that knows how to reſped& you. according to deſert | bur 


have you, Chriſtian, made any Reflefion upon this Ex- 


cellency of your Soul?-I with thegroſs and foggy Delights 
of this tranſitory Life, have not raisd a Miſt before your 
eyes, and quite clouded your Underſtanding. 'Tis very 
remarkable what Lyra relates of the. famous Nebuchodono- 


zor, King of Babylor. Ne fays, that he was no ſooner born, 


but expos'd in the Woods, where he was brought up ar 
the care of a wild Goatz till at length a poor Country- 


-man pailing by, took him, and brought him up amongſt 


his Children, without any diſtinQion of Fare or Apparel. 
Now *tis beyond all doubt, ſays a learned Modery, that 
if any one had come and aſſured him, that he was not the 


Son of his reputed Country-Father, but of a great Mo- 


narch; that he was not born for the Harrow or Plow, 
but to have the Command over Empires; no doubt, but 


'he would immediately have raisd his Thoughts above 


thoſe ruſtick Concerns, and follow'd ſuch Deſigns as the 
-nobleneſs of his Deſcent, and the hopes of a Crown, ſhould 
have ſuggeſted to him. Now give ear, Chriſtians, to what 
the Royal Prophet ſpeaks to you 3 Filii hominum (or as 


another Reading has it) F753 viri inclyt:; ut quid diligitis 


vanitatem 2 Chriſtian Souls, Children of God, ſhutup with- 
1n this poor. Cottage of Clay, and that have no other 
Knowledge than what is derivd to you by the Senſes; 
take notice, that you were created for an Empire, Let it 
not be always ſaid to you, that you are Dyſt and After, 
this is only meant of the Body. But that you are of the 
Lineage of God ; Ipſivs & genus ſums. Let it be ſaid to 
you, that you were born for an unchangeable Crown 3 
that theſe your mean Garments ſhall be changd into Im- 
perial Robes, and your Sweats and Toil into Ornaments 
of an everlaſting Bliſs. Lift up your Eyes to Heaven: be- 

| bold . 


| A-Diſconrſe of the Excellency of the Soul. 
hold the Sun, the Moon, the Stars; Why; you wete created to be 
exalted above all theſe, to tread them under your feet. ; And if ſo; 
Ut quid diligitis vanitatem ? What, do you make ths World your 
whole Concern, and buſie your ſelves in its ſhort-liv'd Vanities> 
If we ſhould behold a young Prince, chuſing Boys in the Street for 
his Companions, and inclin'd to no other Education than what wasto 
be had from their uſcleſs and unmanly ſports; would ic be prudent to 
mind him, that he was made of the ſame Earth with the reſt; or ra- 
ther, with a re{petful Check, to tell him, that thoſe common Toys 
were beneath his Quality,and that he ought to remember,he was born 
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to a Crown? Souls of Chriſtians, you are Heirs to a Kingdom; Heredes Rom. 3. 


guidem Dei: Lay aſide theſe vain concerns, ſo much interiour to your 
Greatneſs: Ut quid diligitis vanitatem ? Why do you ſo dileſteem and 
neglect that right toGlory which Jeſus Chriſt has purchas'd for you 2 
The Title you bave to any Tent Eſtate, ro any Lordſhip, or 
Principality, you maintain with all diligence and induſtry imagina- 
ble. And if 2oy ſeek to injure you, or deprive you of it, you are-not 
wont tait ſtill and behold your ſelf wrong'd with Patience and Si- 


lence. God Almighty, by his Prophet, puts to you this Queſtion: $i 464. 1. 


Fures introiſſent ad te, fi latrones per nottem; Gy conticuifles. If 
Thieves had gone into thee, if Robbers by night, how hadt thou beld-thy 
Peace? *Tis certain you would have cry'd out for Afliſtance. - Why 
then, ſince you ſce your ſelves ſpoil'd by Sin, of all your Titles and 
Right to Glory; why don't you cry our in an humble and hearty 
Confeſſion ? Why don't you, in prone {ighs, call upon him who 
alone is able to relieye you? And why, inſtead of this, do you diſa- 
ble your ſelves from laying any claim to Heayen, and raſhly invite. 
in thoſe whoſe buſineſs *cis ro rob your Souls of that Inheritance. 
Come, there's enough, cnough of this Folly ; 'have that Reſpe&t for 
your Souls which they deſerve, and. maintain their Tile to Bliſs; 
Da ili honorem ſecund\m weritum ſuum, (pe future mercedis. ” 
- Finally, for the concluſion of this Diſcourſe, *twill contribute much, 
to. the imprinting this DoQrine in your Heart, .if you refle& on the, 
words of my Text, how that the Holy Ghoſtcommanding you'to ho- 
nour your Soul, ſays, Da i0i, inthe fingular; to mind us, that we: 


have bur one. Tis one, lays the Spouſe in the Canticles, Una.eft.co- Cant. 6. 
limba mea. *T'is only one, ſays David; De manu Canis Unicam meam. PL. 21. 


Chriſtians, we have tut one Soul; only one. God has given us(asdif-, 


courſes Sc. Chryſoftom)) two Eyes, twa Ears, two Hands, and gwo Feet, 0rar. de 


of the other :- Animam vero dedit unam nobisz, fi hanc. perdiderimus, * 
quinam.vivanu ? But he has given us but one Sou and if this be;loft. 
haye we any, other for a Supply2 No, ESTTAUNy: _ Why then ſhould 


we 


NONE Fo IF; 408 


eos A by Dads 
4 
LA bed 
£ 
-_ > 
4 ” I * 
» 


_ 


A Diifeonrſe of the Excelieney of the Soul. 
we be fo inconſiderate, as tohazard rh every moment, and to prit- 
it to the venture of a remedilels Erernity of Miſcries? In Noblemens 
Houſes *ris caſtomary-at night, to have two or three Lights in theit- 
Prefence, that ſo-if by any Accident one ſhould fail, they may nor 
remain in Darkneſs, but be ſupply'd by the other. Bur, Chriſtians - 
have but one Light, one Sou! wixhin them, and if this miſcarry, no- 
thing is to be expedted, but an cternal Darkneſs, fubjet ro the juſt 
Indipnation of their God. You have read, how full of Wrath David - 
was when the Parable of the /itt/e Ewe was put to him by Nath#r the - 
Prophet. He demanded Juſtice at the King's hands, for that a Rich - 


© +". enan'i1 the City,who abounded in Sheep: and Oxcn, took away from - 


4:certain' Poor mana trle Ewe whoſe Seock went not beyond this oe, 
and of this made a Feaſt for the entertainment of a Stranger that came 
to his Houſe; Nihil habebat ommino preter ovem unam parovulam. At - 
which David, being fill'd with Indignation, proteſted beforethe Lord, 
Vivit Dominw, that the Man that had done the thing ſhould pay ir 
fourfold. At which the Prophet replying to the King, ſaid, Thou are 
the Man, againſt whom thou art ſo juſtly angry. And Imay*curn to | 
vhee, Sinner, and a Thou art the Man. For is not thy Sod, that little - 
Sheep, which Chriſt bought at the price of his own Blood; is it not 
that which God created, redeem'd, and has deligr'd for his Erernal 
Glory? And this thon offereſt to-che Devil thy Gzeſtz thow-makeſt of 
| a Panquet, toemertain Lucifer, being only one,and which has coft 
thy God fo dear. And doſt not thom im this proyoke the orniporent © 
hand of God againft chee> Thou haſt one only Fewel, and this-thow - 
morg_eys every day more and more, by thy Offences: it will come - 
one day to remain wholly in the power of thy Enemy. towhom thou 
kaſt thus engag'd it» Thou haſt only one piece of Land, and this 
thou neglefteſt ro TilLor Plant with good-Works; wik not thou by 
IS-MEanNS$- COME to: periſh. eternally with Hunger» Thou haft one - 
only Houſe, and ſeeing this all in flames, conſurning with the Fire 
ef Sin, thou doſt not at all bring Relicf, nor ſeek plenty of Tears to 
extinguiſh it: and is not this the way to caſt thy Soul into Hell, as 
2 Fewel'for thoſe never-ending Flames? Ah; rather ſeek to prevent 
theſe Miſchlefs, and' give the Honour to the: Soul which is due to it. 
Diaifti honorem ſeeundum meritum funm. | 
Come therefore, Chriſtian ; Miſerere- Anime tne, take Compaſſion 
on thy poor Soul. Enter a while, retire withm thy ſelf. ſays St. 41wr- 
fin, and thon wilt find thy $97, necefſitous and tmiſerable; asking 


Ser: 31-® thee arr Alrms, begging for Relief. Red? ad confeientiom tam, &- by 


verb 
—_ 


+.Dom. 
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 intvenies, egentem, & mendicantenr animan! tuant. Look in, and thow 
wilt behold the Meſs ſerving, nd the Seve commanding. Lookin. 
and choumilc {ec rhe Image of God;umdesthe feetofthe Devil. Look 


: in, 
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if, and thou wik ſec that which Jeſus Chriſt bought. ac the Price of 


his own Blood, ſokd and made over to Satan for alutle Air, farno- 
thing. Look in, Sinner, and thou wik find that which was created 
for an everlaſting Kingdom, to be now obnoxious to an eternal Tg- 


nominy. Look in, and thon wilt behold thy poor Soul, without 


Gog, without Life:  Sentvive reliita, waiting ever ant to be 
thrown into Hell Mferere anime tae, Take pity or 4 Soul. Behold 
her made « publick Manſion of Deyils, where they enter and dwell 
without any oppolition, by wicked Thoughts, profane Words, and 


worſe Works. Fac ergoe/eemoſynamt anime tae. Brin g therefore ſome Vhi ſp.” 


Relicf,fairh St. 4ugytin,ro thy Soul,in this her extremity of wants; give 
car to her Petitions, and be not deaf to her ſad Complaints ia, theſe 
her Miferies. And for the preſent be attentive to this Relation: - 


We tread of a certain wretched Man, who living unmindful of Th.de 
God and his Soul, gave himſelf up wholly to Licentiouſneſs and De- Cantipr b.2. * 


bauchery. On an occaſion, he was making merry with his Com- 
panions, cating and drinking without meaſure; and amongſt other 
things; they began a Diſcourſe of, Fhat was to be after this Life ? 
Many things had been ſaid, when behold a Stranger comes in, de(i- 


ring to know the matter of their Diſpute: to whom) this milcrable 


mat; ; Here, ſays he, we are entertain'd with a pretty Debate, of wha 
is-to become of our Souls when they have left the Body ; but for my 
, if I could find a Chapman, I would fell my Soul, and feaſt my 


friends wirtrhe price of it. Ar which, the Stranger anſwer'd, that he 


would buy it: and forthwith the Bargain being agreed on, paid the 
Money; with which the other catertain'd the whole Company. Bur 
night being come, he that had made the Purchaſe faid, ”Fis now 
time we ſhould break up, and therefore, I declare to you all, thar I 


am the Devil: this'Wrerch hath made a delivery to me of his Soal,, - 
and ] have Command of the Higheſt, tocatry him away, both Soul ' 


and Body; and immediately taking him into the Air, he diſap- 


pear'd, and hurried him into the bottomleſs Pir of Hell, where he ' 
19now con{urnitg in-thoſe never-ending Flames, and fliall be, as - 


long as God ſhall be God, without hopes of Eaſe or Relief. 


See now, Sinner, what is the Concluſion of thoſe who negleR their 
Soul ; the farme muſcrable Face artetds thee. if thou doſtnor amend: - 


thou haſt yer trac to prevent all, by 2 fetious and hearty Repen- 


tance: at that time when thou didft! fin againſt thy God, thou 
maed'ſt ovet thy Soul: to the Devil; but the Contratt may be yer 


broke off; and made null; by a crue Sorrow and an hearty Contti- 


tion. 'Come then, make haſte to: revoke thy Word, and undoe fo ' 
nnjuſt a Bargain. Alledge that there was fraud in the Sale, that the” ' 
Purchaſer has abusd the Jewel, and cheated the- Owner, Let the © 


apum, ©. 56. 
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Heart; _ 


in whom 


m' 


we 


F 


| all my Wickedneſs, and'to comply-with all'the Res warn tac? 
ſhall be laid on me; and I cruſt; that:througl-the (Merits 'ahd. Paf-i 
fion of my loving Redecmer,-I'ſhall obtain pardon'ofal}mivOſktn- 
ces. I haye ſinned, Lord Thave finned;; bur thou, 'my'God\; bave* 
Mercy on'me; Mercy, Bleſſed Saviout 3>Mezcy; 'my-Jelus'-Þ love? _ 
+ thee aboveall things, O:my Jeſus: Lec chy Love; let hy Fa live: 


&-'Filins, &- Spirit 
bring'us' Amen. '* -, OR 
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